
Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, December 16, 2015. Present were 
Nancy J. Maloney, Chairman; Eldon F. Moreira, Clerk. Mr. Jerry D. Lawrence arrived at 7:26 
p.m. Also present was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator. The meeting convened in the 
Selectmen’s Meeting Room in Town Hall at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Also present at this time were: 
Deputy Fire Chief Kenny May 
Firefighter Michael Fournier 
Town Clerk Anne Iannitelli 
Mr. Gregory Walsh, Architect, Tai Soo Kim Partners 
Randall Luther, Architect,  Tai Soo Kim Partners 
Mr. Mark Bodwell, Principal, Middle Senior High School 
Ms. Sarah Smith, School Business Manager 
Dr. Patty Oakley, Superintendent of Schools 
Mr. Donald Clark, Police Chief 
Mr. Victor Flaherty, Lieutenant 
Ms. Molly Smith, of the School Committee 
Town Accountant Ann MacNaughton 
 
Chairman Maloney welcomed Town Clerk Anne Iannitelli to the meeting and invited her to 
begin the swearing in process of new firefighter Mr. Michael Fournier. 
 
Mrs. Iannitelli swore in Mr. Fournier. 
 
At 7:04 p.m., Mr. Moreira MOVED to take a brief recess. Seconded by Chairman Maloney and 
so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 
 
The Board reconvened at 7:06 p.m. Present at this time were Mr. Jim Holden, of the School 
Committee, Lt. Flaherty, Chief Clark, Mr. Walsh, Mr. Luther, Mr. Bodwell, Ms. Sarah Smith, 
Ms. Molly Smith, Dr. Oakley, and Ms. MacNaughton. 
 
Chairman Maloney noted that Mr. Lawrence would be joining the meeting shortly. 
 
Dr. Oakley discussed the idea of implementing a School Resource Officer. She said the proposal 
was the result of a meeting with the Chairman of the District Wide Safe Schools Committee and 
Middle-Senior High School Mark Bodwell, Police Chief Donald Clark and Police Lieutenant 
Victor Flaherty. 
 
Mr. Bodwell stated that providing a safe environment is essential and that the school system is 
fortunate to have a wonderful working relationship with the Police Department and Fire 
Department. He said this relationship is the key to the proposal for a School Resource Officer 
and to the success of the students and safety for all. Mr. Bodwell said the Legislature added 
language in the General Laws regarding a School Resource Officer being placed into districts 
subject to appropriation. He said in this region only Avon and West Bridgewater did not have a 
School Resource Officer. 
  



Mr. Bodwell said the School Resource Officer would do more than just stand at the gate to guard 
the students. He said the position would interact daily with the kids and staff and that the officer 
would visit all of the schools with dedicated hours at each. Mr. Bodwell said the officer would 
teach DARE classes at the Howard School and potentially expand the program to other grade 
levels and serve to supplement lessons with guest lectures on classes like Forensics and 
Contemporary American Issues.  
 
Mr. Moreira asked about the police presence at the schools currently. Mr. Bodwell said that the 
police officers walk through the buildings regularly one to two times a day. Chief Clark said that 
there are computers in each school so that the officers can do some paperwork or write reports 
there.  
 
There was discussion regarding the cost of a School Resource Officer and how it would be 
funded. 
 
Chairman Maloney asked who would manage the position. Dr. Oakley said that the Police 
Department would have supervision over the officer and would be a part of the Police 
Department budget. Chairman Maloney asked if other districts funded the School Resource 
Officer in this manner. Mr. Bodwell said that it usually is funded this way. 
 
Dr. Oakley said that the officer would still have to go through the Police Academy so the start 
date would likely be after September if approved. She said the School Resource Officer would 
help with many issues facing kids aside from gun safety and school shootings, such as drug use, 
mental illness, and trouble at home. 
 
Mr. Moreira asked if there was a cruiser available already for this new officer to use. Chief Clark 
said that there are vehicles available. Chief Clark said that another benefit of having a School 
Resource Officer is that they begin to develop a rapport with the kids and they become a person 
that a student in trouble would likely report something to. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to make funding the School Resource Officer a priority. Seconded by 
Chairman Maloney and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 
 
At 7:25 p.m., Mr. Flaherty left the room. 
 
Ms. Sarah Smith, School Business Manager, discussed the Spring Street School roof and its need 
of repair. She said that that it is an accelerated repair project and the reimbursement rate from the 
Massachusetts School Building Authority was increased by 3% to 52.69%. 
 
Mr. Lawrence entered the room at 7:26 p.m. 
 
Ms. Smith stated that the estimated cost was higher than expected. She said the MSBA will be 
voting on January 27 to vote on whether the project will be approved. She said if it is approved, 
the School Department would be requesting a Special Town Meeting in February and then 
commence construction when school is out of session. 
 



Chairman Maloney asked how much the project would cost the Town. Mr. Greg Walsh, 
Architect with Tai Soo Kim Partners, stated $633,000.  
 
Mr. Randall Luther, architect with Tai Soo Kim Partners, discussed the schematic design of the 
new roof and said that the Spring Street School roof has posed some challenges as it is all edges. 
He said the subsurface is still in good condition and that there are no hazardous materials. He 
said the roof has several scupper drains and they currently cause a wash out in the play area. 
 
At 7:30 p.m. Chairman Maloney paused the presentation to read the Open Hearing Notice for 
Rego Hospitality dba Epicure on the application of a Beer and Wine On-Premise license and 
Entertainment license for 320 West Center Street. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to open the public hearing. Seconded by M r. Lawrence and so voted 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. Luther continued his presentation. He said that the administration was hoping to eliminate 
the wash out in the play area by removing the scuppers. He said all but one could be removed. 
Mr. Luther said the existing roof is flat and no longer permitted so the plans call for positive 
drainage to all drains. Mr. Luther said the roof is visible and the School Department hopes that it 
will match the roof of the Middle Senior High School. He said the TPO roof was the first choice 
as it is gray like the Middle Senior High School Roof, but it priced too high so the cost estimate 
is based on the EPDM roof material. Mr. Luther said this was a common product in the northeast 
but that it only comes in black or white. He said the proposal includes a black roof, but if the bid 
proposals come in lower than estimated the TPO roof may be used. Mr. Luther said the stretch 
energy code dictates a 5-inch minimum which adds cost to the project but helps with energy loss. 
 
Chairman Maloney noted that there has been many roofing projects for the schools. Mr. Jim 
Holden, Chairman of the School Committee, said this is the last roof. Mr. Luther states that this 
roof comes with a 20 year warranty. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to go forward with the replacement of the Spring Street School roof. 
Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 
 
At 7:39 p.m., Mr. Lawrence MOVED to take a brief recess. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so 
voted unanimously. 
 
The Board reconvened at 7:42 p.m. Present at this time were Ms. MacNaughton, Ms. Patricia 
Sherman, candidate for Council on Aging Board of Directors, Mr. Michael Rego, owner of 
Epicure, and Chief Clark. 
 
The Board conducted the public hearing to discuss the application of an on-premise Beer and 
Wine License and application for an Entertainment license. Mr. Michael Rego, owner of Rego 
Hospitality, dba Epicure, discussed his experience in the food and beverage industry. He said he 
has worked in the field for about 20 years and he is now realizing his dream of owning his own 
business. He said he will have a small wine and beer bar featuring jazz music with a small menu 
that will be small plates. 



 
Chairman Maloney noted that Mr. Rego was TIPS certified and that there would be no more than 
four employees. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the application and forward to the Alcoholic Beverages 
Control Commission. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence. 
 
Mr. Lawrence asked if Mr. Rego had been in contact with the Board of Health. Mr. Rego said 
that he had spoken with the Board of Health and understands what he has to do for food service 
permits. 
 
The Board voted on the motion unanimously in favor. 
 
At 7:45 p.m., Mr. Rego left the room. 
 
At this time, Mr. Moreira MOVED to close the public hearing. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and 
so voted unanimously. 
 
The Board reviewed a letter of interest from Ms. Patricia Sherman to be appointed to the Council 
on Aging Board of Directors and a letter of recommendation from the Council on Aging in favor 
of Ms. Sherman’s appointment. Ms. Sherman said she had extensive background in geriatrics as 
a nurse and that she retired from Life Care two months ago. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to appoint Ms. Sherman to the Council on Aging Board of Directors. 
Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 
 
At 7:48 p.m., Ms. Sherman left the room. 
 
Chief Clark discussed the East Bridgewater Hope Outreach program with the Board. He said that 
this group resulted from the ongoing opioid epidemic. Chief Clark said that the group meetings 
the first and third Thursday of the month at the Church on Pleasant Street in West Bridgewater. 
He said there is no law enforcement involvement and that it serves as a support group to those 
who feel they are addicted as well as family members of the addicted. Chief Clark said they help 
people with both inpatient and outpatient services and provide training on Narcan. He said that 
they survey people on how they learn about the group and that many people learned about it 
through a reverse 911 call. 
 
Mr. Lawrence asked how someone would register a cell phone for reverse 911. Chief Clark said 
that anyone can sign up on the Plymouth County Sheriff Department website under Code Red. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to send a thank you note to the East Bridgewater Hope Outreach 
Program and to offer assistance with anything they may need. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so 
voted unanimously. 
 
At 7:56 p.m., Ms. MacNaughton left the room. 
 



Police Chief Clark stated that there have been two full-time patrolmen positions open for awhile 
and that the department was seeking to fill those positions. He requested that the Board submit a 
requisition from Civil Service to fill the two positions. Chief Clark said that both positions are in 
the budget. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to submit the requisition to Civil Service requesting to fill two patrolmen 
positions. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 
 
At 7:58 p.m., Chief Clark left the room. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the minutes of November 19, 2015. Seconded by Mr. 
Lawrence. 
 
Chairman Maloney said that she would abstain from the vote as she was not present at the 
meeting. 
 
The Board voted on the motion in favor. Maloney, abstain; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, yes. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept for review the minutes of December 3, 2015. Seconded by Mr. 
Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 
 
The Board reviewed the list of Entertainment, Liquor and Public Amusement licenses up for 
Renewal for 2016. Chairman Maloney read the list of licensees. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to renew all liquor licenses for 2016 except the Samoset Rod and Gun 
Club subject to satisfactory completion of all inspections. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so 
voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the liquor license for 2016 for Samoset Rod and Gun Club 
subject to satisfactory completion of all inspections. Seconded by Chairman Maloney and so 
voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, abstain; Lawrence, yes. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the cordials and liqueurs permit for Nara Hookah Lounge 
subject to satisfactory completion of all inspections. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the entertainment licenses for 2016 as presented. Seconded by 
Mr. Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the Sunday Entertainment license and Public Amusement 
license for the Charlie Horse of West Bridgewater pending satisfactory completion of all 
inspections. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the Common Victualler licenses as presented pending 
satisfactory completion of all inspections and paperwork. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted 
unanimously. 



 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the Class I, II and III licenses as presented and the Transfer 
Station license for Matfield Woods pending satisfactory completion of all inspections and 
paperwork. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 
 
The Board reviewed the population certification form issued by the Alcoholic Beverages Control 
Commission and noted that there would be no seasonal increase in population in the Town. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to sign the certification. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to release the Executive Session minutes of April 16, 2015. Seconded by 
Mr. Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 
 
The Board reviewed the bid sheet for DPW Services for February 1, 2016 to January 31, 2017. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to award the DPW Services Contract to the bidders as presented in the 
SERSG Award Sheet. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 
 
The Board discussed appointing a municipal liaison to the State Ethics Commission. Mr. Gagne 
said that the role of this position would be to provide advice to a board or committee member 
that was concerned about a vote or action he or she was about to take. He said anyone in this 
position could call the Lawyer of the Day and seek advice from the State Ethics Commission. 
Mr. Gagne said a committee or board member could also request to contact Town Counsel 
through the Town Administrator’s Office and seek advice that way. Mr. Gagne said that should 
the Board go forward with establishing this position, it would have to be a lawyer and it could 
pose some liability should the person provide incorrect advice. Mr. Lawrence suggested 
notifying board and committee members of these options available to them. He said that they 
already receive a disclosure and are required to take a training every two years. Mr. Lawrence 
said that adding another layer would be redundant. 
 
The Board reviewed a request from Principal Mark Bodwell regarding placing a speed limit sign 
on Howard Street. Mr. Gagne said that traveling in one direction there are two speed limit signs 
but in the opposite direction there is only one. He said that the lower speed is not indicated. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the request and go forward with installing the speed limit 
sign. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 
 
The Board reviewed a request from the Spanish Honor Society at the Middle-Senior High School 
to can at the transfer station for a fundraiser.  The Board also reviewed stipulations from the 
Highway and Vehicle Maintenance Superintendent that the individuals must wear safety vest and 
must stand inside the gate. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the request as long as the participants abide by the stipulations 
set forth by the Highway and Vehicle Maintenance Superintendent. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence 
and so voted unanimously. 



 
The Board reviewed a special permit application and site plan review for Casey-Kemp Trust, 265 
South Main Street, for Warehouse Storage. Chairman Maloney noted that this application is to 
amend a pre-existing non-conforming use. 
 
There were no comments from the Board. 
 
The Board reviewed an email from Fire Chief Leonard Hunt regarding appointing Mr. Patrick 
Harrington to the Computer Advisory Committee as the Fire Department’s Representative. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to appoint Mr. Harrington to the Computer Advisory Committee. 
Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously.  
 
Chairman Maloney stated that she received an email from the Town Accountant requesting that 
she be able to expand her role in the budgetary process and that she could do so by attending all 
Finance Committee and Board of Selectmen meetings. Chairman Maloney said that this item 
should be placed on the next meeting agenda to discuss her request. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to take the matter under advisement until the next meeting. Seconded by 
Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 
 
The Board reviewed a request from the Girl Scouts to use the Town Hall Parking Lot to sell Girl 
Scout cookies from December 19, 2015 to February 29, 2016 on Saturdays and Sunday. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the request. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted 
unanimously. 
 
The Board reviewed a letter from Mr. Jason Daniels recommending the appointment of Mr. 
Jason Ross to the Cable TV Advisory Committee as well as a letter of interest from Mr. Ross to 
serve on the committee. Mr. Lawrence noted that Mr. Ross serves on another committee that had 
trouble contacting Mr. Ross and getting him to attend meetings. He said that the office should 
communicate to Mr. Ross to ensure that he still had the time to volunteer on the committee 
before the Board takes a vote on the matter. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to table the item until the next meeting. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and 
so voted unanimously. 
 
During the Public Comment Period, Mr. Lawrence MOVED that the Chairman be authorized to 
expand any liquor license hours that may be requested over the holidays as the next Selectmen’s 
meeting would be too late to accommodate their requests. Seconded by Mr. Moreira. 
 
There was discussion regarding adding this item to the Board of Selectmen Rules and 
Regulations and to vote on those changes at the next meeting. 
 
The Board voted on the motion unanimously in favor. 
 



Mr. Moreira asked for an update on the Community Compact that the Town applied for with the 
state. Mr. Gagne said that the proposals were submitted and are now waiting review. Chairman 
Maloney asked if there was any type of deadline imposed and Mr. Gagne said that there was not.  
 
Mr. Gagne then gave the Town Administrator’s report. He updated the Board regarding the 
Community Video Project which is a free video showcasing the Town. He said that the current 
video is a couple of years old and is now going to be updated. Mr. Gagne said that he will be 
working with Dr. Oakley to make sure the new high school is highlighted. 
 
Mr. Gagne then updated the Board regarding the Municipal Modernization Act put forward by 
Governor Baker.  He said that two proposals that the Town submitted during the Municipal 
Listening Sessions held by the Governor’s Office were included in the Municipal Modernization 
Act. He said the bill calls for eradicating the requirements of advertising hearings and 
procurement in the newspapers. Mr. Gagne said the bill also relieves limits on end of year 
transfers for towns, providing more flexibility. He said that the bill also expands the deadline for 
Town Accountants to file the Schedule A each year. 
 
Mr. Gagne discussed the proposed 40B project on Scotland Street. He said he submitted a letter 
to MassHousing against the development as it is detrimental to the characteristics of the Town 
and in a bad spot based on the amount of water in the area. Mr. Gagne said he addressed each 
waiver for which the developers are asking. 
 
There was discussion regarding the waiver requests.  
 
Mr. Gagne said there was a meeting held for the residents in the area of the proposed 
development on Tuesday and that they expressed their discontent with the project.  
 
Mr. Gagne discussed an Open Meeting Law complaint filed on June 17, 2015 and the Attorney 
General’s response to that complaint. He said that there were two complaints and that the 
Attorney General found that the Town was within its rights on one item but there was a violation 
on the other complaint. Mr. Gagne said he strongly disagreed with the decision and that the 
Town was within its rights to negotiate with non-union personnel in Executive Session. He said 
that the law itself does not mention that professional competency cannot be discussed and that it 
is simply an interpretation. He said there is a 21-day appeal period and that Town Counsel agrees 
that Town should appeal the decision. Mr. Gagne said that this would be a lengthy process and 
would require that the Town expend money. He said he will be working with the Massachusetts 
Municipal Association to help as all cities and towns have a vested interest in this decision. Mr. 
Gagne said there is no case law on this topic as the interpretation has never been challenged. 
 
Chairman Maloney stated that if the Board voted to appeal, a discussion would be necessary for 
how the Board would be handling performance evaluations.  
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to appeal the Attorney General’s ruling on the Open Meeting Law 
complaint of June 17, 2015. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 
 



Mr. Lawrence MOVED that the Town Administrator present at the next meeting a proposal for 
negotiating and performance evaluations for non-union personnel. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and 
so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lawrence stated that he had worked with Mr. Gagne previously on a bylaw addressing 
vacant buildings in disrepair. He requested that a discussion on the topic be placed on an 
upcoming agenda. 
 
Chairman Maloney wished everyone a safe and Merry Christmas. 
 
At 8:41 p.m., Mr. Moreira MOVED to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so 
voted unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Mallory E. Aronstein, Executive Administrative Assistant. 
 
 
List of documents in Agenda Packet – December 16, 2015. 

 
• Presentation on School Resource Officer 
• Letter from Superintendent of Schools regarding Spring Street School roof replacement project 
• Public Hearing Notice and application for Beer and Wine and Entertainment licenses for 

Epicure, 320 West Center Street 
• Letter of interest to serve on COA Board of Directors from Patricia Sherman 
• Letter from COA Board or Directors recommending appointment of Ms. Sherman 
• Pamphlet and information regarding EB Hope program 
• Letter from Police Chief requesting that the Board submit a requisition for two fulltime 

patrolman. 
• Minutes of November 19, 2015 
• Minutes of December 3, 2015 
• Renewal Certification for Liquor Licenses 
• List of 2016 Liquor, Entertainment and Public Amusement licenses for renewal  
• List of 2016 Class I, II and III dealers, garage repair, transfer station and common victualler 

licenses for renewal 
• Inspection reports for Class I and II dealers and garage repair licensees from the Building 

Inspector 
• Seasonal population form for the ABCC 
• Executive Session minutes of April 16, 2015 
• SERSG contracts for DPW Services 
• Request for Speed Limit Sign to be placed on Howard Street from Mr. Mark Bodwell 
• Request from Sarah Oliveira to allow the Spanish Honor Society to can at the Transfer Station 

for a fundraiser 
• Special Permit Application and Site Plan Review for Casey-Kemp Trust, 265 South Main Street 
• Email from Fire Chief Leonard Hunt naming Mr. Patrick Harrington as the Fire Department’s 

representative on the Computer Advisory Committee 
• Request from the Girl Scouts of West Bridgewater to sell Girl Scout cookies at the Town Hall 

Parking Lot. 



• Recommendation from the Cable TV Advisory Committee that Mr. Jason Ross be appointed to the 
Committee 

• Volunteer Information Form from Jason Ross to serve on the Cable TV Advisory Committee 
• Section Summary for An Act to Modernize Municipal Finance and Government 
• Letter to MassHousing regarding the Town’s objections to the proposed 40B Development 

Cochessett Estates. 
• Letter from the Attorney General’s Office regarding the Open Meeting Law Complaint filed June 

17, 2015. 
 


